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TUSI-A ldentifier: TU2015DR119

Name of Service: The Grove Pre School

Address of Servic", I The Old Convent, Our Lady's Grove, Goatstown Road, Goatstown, Dublin 14

Eircode: Dt4 V290

Name of Registered Provider: I Yvonne Tumelty

Service type: Full Day care, Part -Time, Sessional

Date of lnspection: 05/03/2024

Address of the Early Years lnspectorate: Tusla - Child and Family Agency, Irinity Buildin& IDA Business Park,

Bray, Co Wicklow

lnspection undertaken by: Mary Redmond

Title: Early Years lnspector

The Tusla Early Years lnspectorate carries out inspections of Early Years Services under Section 58(J) of the Child

Care Act 199L (as inserted by Section 92 of the Child and Family Agency Act 2013).

Conditions if applicable Not applicable

.JSLA Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Rogulations 2016 and Childcare Act 199, (Early years
Services) (Amendment) Rogulations 20rG

QlrS Ref: EYI-RRTI2.1V2.0 0310312023 Service lD: Tu20'15DR119
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This childcare service was established in 2010 and is operated by a voluntary board of directors; the registered

provider is the manager of the service. Full day care and education is provided for children aged two and a half to

five and a half years of age. The service operates daily from 8am - 6pm for 47 weeks of the year; a concurrent

sessional service is provided from 9am - 12pm- The service is registered to accommodate a maximum number of

forty-four pre-school children and a school-aged childcare service is also provided.

The premises is located within the grounds of a primary school in a residential area of south county Dublin. The

children have access to an enclosed outdoor space which is located to the front ofthe building.

There were nine adults employed to work in the service including the registered provider, Eight adults employed

to work with pre-school children had attained major awards in Early Childhood Care and Education at Levels 5, 6

and 8 on the National Framework of Qualifications. One adult who did not have the required qualification had a

Letter of Eligibility to practice which had been issued by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) in

20!6.

Tusla's Early Years lnspectorate is the independent statutory regulator of early years services in lreland. The Child

Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 define the duty of a registered provider to ensure the safety

and well- being of children and to comply with these regulations. This Act also gives Tusla the authority to assess

compliance with the regulations. The purpose of regulation in relation to early years services is to ensure that the

care, safety, and well-being of children attending such services is upheld. lnspections of early years services are

planned based on the following:

. Previous inspection history

. Any information received in relation to the service

The findings on inspection are based on:

. lnformation obtained through examination of documentation

. Direct observation

. Discussion with relevant staff

Description of service

Staffing

Methodology
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This inspection was unannounced and focused on areas of governance and safety. The inspection may also focus

on other areas as required.

Ihe inspection plan was to assess compliance under the following regulations:

Regulation 9 Management and recruitment

Regulation 11 staffing levels

Regulation 15 Record of pre-school child

Regulation 15 Record in relation to pre-school service

Regulation 23 Safeguarding health, safety and welfare of child

Regulation 25 First aid

lnspection findings are documented in the inspection report which is first issued in draft format to the service

with an opportunity to respond to any findings. Where statutory requirements are identified as not being met, the

registered provider must demonstrate how they have rectified the non-compliance and will prevent any non -

compliance from reoccurring. The Corrective Action and Preventive Action plan (CAPA) will be used to inform

decisions about compliance with regulatory requirements. Where the registered provider fails to meet the

statutory requirements an escalation process may be commenced.

The inspectorate reserves the right to edit responses received for reasons including clarity, completeness and

compliance with administrative and legal processes.

The contents of the report are compiled by the inspectorate body.

The inspector wishes to acknowledge the co-operation of the registered provider and staff members who

facilitated the inspection and children who were present on the day of the inspection.

Acknowledgments
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Regulation 9 - Management and recruitment

(2) A reqistered provider shall ensure thot each employee, unpoid worker ond controctor is suitoble ond competent

toking into cansiderotion the nature of the needs of children, including by-

(a) consideration of references from the person's past employers, if ony, ond in particulor the most recent

employer, if ony,

(b) considerotion of references from reputoble sources in the case of o person who hos no past employers,

(c) considerotion of the vetting disclosure received from the Notionol Vetting Bureau of the Gordo Siochdna in

occordonce with the Act oI 2012 in respect oI the person, and

(d) ensuring, insofar os is practicable, that where o person has lived in a stote other than the Stote for o period

of longer thon 6 consecutive months, he or she provides police vetting from the police duthorities in that stote.

(4) A registered provider shall ensure thot, without prejudice to the generolity of porogroph (2) ond subject to

porogrophs (5) ond (6), eoch employee working directly with children ottending the service holds ot leost o major

oward in Eorly childhood Cdre ond Educotion ot Level 5 on the Nqtionol Quolilications Fromework or d quolificdtion

deemed by the Minister to be equivdlent.

The files for nine adults who were employed to work with pre-school children were reviewed.

(21

(o,f There were written validated references available from previous employers for all adults employed in the

service.

(b,) A reference from another source was also available for one adult.

(c/ Garda vetting dated within the last three years was available for all adults.

/d) Police vetting was available for three adults for whom it was required.

(4) There was evidence that eight adults had attained at least a major award in Early Childhood Care and

Education at Level 5 on the National Framework for Qualifications.

Part lll - Management and Staff

Compliance lnformation
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fo) A second reference was not available for one adult.

Corrective and Preventive Actlon

A second reference was obtained and verified for this adult. The manager will ensure that references are obtained

and verified prior to employment.

SuDportinp documentation submitted

A reference with evidence of verification was submitted and reviewed.

The regulatory requirement has been met.

Regulation 11 - Staffing levels

{1) Subject to this Reguldtion, o registered provider shall ensure that there is ot all times an adequote number of

odults working directly with the children attending the pre-school service.

(1) There were an adequate number of adults working directly with children attending the service. There were five

adults working directly with thirty-two children in the morning and two adults caring for nine children in the

afternoon; the registered provider was also available.

Non-Compliance lnformation

Corrective & Preventive Action submitted bv the Resistered Provider

Summary Comment

Part lll - Management and Staff

Compliance lnformation



r.r5lA
Early Years lnspectorate Regulatory Report

Pre School

(L) Records were randomly selected and reviewed for ten children who were attending the service. The records

reviewed contained the following particulars:

(a) The name and date of birth of each child.

(b) The date on which each child first attended the service.

(c) There was an area on the registration form where the date when a child would cease to attend the service

will be recorded.

(d) The names, addresses and telephone number of parents were recorded and information where parents can

be contacted during the hours of operation of the service were also available.

(e) Names and contact details of other adults who were authorised to collect children were available.

(f) The documentation available supported the recording of specific illnesses, allergies, disabilities and dietary

preferences for children-

Regulation 15 - Record of pre-school child

(7) A registered provider of o pre-school service other than o pre-school service in o droyin centre or o temporary

pre-school service sholl ensure thot o record in writing is kept in respect ol eoch pre-school child oftending the

service contoining the following pafticulars:

(a) the nome dnd dote oI birth of the child;

(b)the ddte on which the child first ottended the service;

(c) the dote on which the child ceosed to attend the service;

(d) the nome and oddress of o parent or guordion of the child dnd o telephone number where that pdrent or

guordion or o relotive or Iriend ofthe child can be contacted during the hours of operotion of the seMice;

{e) outhorisotion Ior the collectian of the child;

(f) detoils of ony illness, disobility, allergy or speciol need of the child, together with oll the inlormotion relevant

to the provision of speciol core or attention;

(g) the name ond telephone number of the child's registered medicol proctitioner;

(h) record of immunisotions, if ony, received by the child;

(i) written parental consent for oppropriote medial tredtment of the child in the event of on emergency.

JSlA Child Care Act
Services) (Amendment) Regulations 2016

QMS Ref: EYI-RRT12.', V2.0 0310312023 Service lDr TU20,lsDRllg

Years Servicos) Regulations 2016 and Childrare Act 1991 (Early years
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Part lV - lnformation and Records
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(g) The name, address and telephone number of each child's general practitioner (GP) was recorded.

(h) Parents had indicated which immunisations their children had received.

(i) There was written parental consent for medical treatment of children in the event of an emergency.

Regulation 16 - Record in relation to pre-school service

(7) A registered provider sholl ensure thdt a record in writing is kept of the following inJormation in relation to the

service:

(h) detoils of attendance by each pre-school child on a doily basis;

(i) detoils of stoff rosters on a ddily bosis;

(j) detoils of any medication odministered to a pre-school child attending the service with signed porentol

consent;

(k) detoils of dny dccident, injury or incident involving o pre-school child attending the service.

(h) Details of children's attendance was accurately recorded.

(i) A staff roster was available which demonstrated how breaks were covered.

(j) Documentation was available to demonstrate that signed parental consent was required prior to

administering medication to a child, should it be required, and that administration of medication should be

witnessed.

(k) Details of accidents and incidents were recorded and there was evidence available that parents were

informed following an accident or incident involving their child.

(1)

Ti
Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and Childcare Act l99l (Early Years
Services) (Amendment) R€gulations 2016
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Administration of Medication:

Documentation was available to support the safe administration of medication when required and the manager

described procedures which were in place to safely administer medication.

Regulation 23 - Safeguarding health, safety and welfare of child

A registered provider sholl ensure thdt oll reosonoble meosures ore token to soleguord the heolth, soletY and

welfare of o pre-school child ottending the service ond thot the environment of the service is sale.

General Safety:

The entrance door to the service was secured to prevent unauthorised access or children exiting unsupervised.

Toys and play equipment observed in use by children on the day of inspection were safe and in good working

order. Cleaning products and hazardous materials were stored safely and out of reach of the children.

lnfection Control:

Good hand hygiene practices were facilitated through the provision of warm water, liquid soap and paper hand

towels. Children's hands were washed after outdoor play and before eating, and adults washed their hands before

serving food to children. Foot pedal operated bins were available for the disposal of waste and were used

appropriately by adults and children.

i51A Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulatlons 2016 and Childcare Act 199.1 (Earty years
Services) (Amendment) Regulations 2016
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Regulation 25 - First aid

H e req;st"r. A"r sholl ensure that o person trdined in first oid for children is, ot dll tines, immediotelY

dvailoble to the children attending the pre-school service,

(2) A registered provider shall ensure thdt a suitobly equipped first oid box for children-

(1) Adults working in the service had appropriate qualifications in first aid and were always available to children.

(2) Suitably equipped first aid boxes were available.

(a) They were stored safely in conspicuous positions in the service.

{b) The first aid boxes were available to children at all times.

Part Vl - Safety

Compliance lnformation


